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A. The ratlroed from Mutenkieng, the location of the headquarters of the
Japenese Trird Army, to Toney, which 1s approximastely 15 mliles goutheast
of Suifenho,Fuasmder construction by the Jepanese for spproximately
five years.

25X1
Suifenho and Menchoull were the twQ points 'D[IBI\:_ETEU—.J}I
with the Trans-Siberian Ral d. SBuifenho had very large railroad yard25X1
end freight &. “w. In 19k these 25X 1
huge yerds Lo ceen dismentled, and they were 1n need OT consiuerable
repeir before they could be placed in operation agein., By March 1946
the railroad installations were back in operstion. The Soviets were
then trensferr: @ TW's from the assenbly area at Mutenklang across the .
porder from Sulf>phoe and were making conn railroad
running to Khebarovsk without unloading. 25X1
the connecting 1¥nk of the railrosd hed been made and that the reilrosa
installations were back in operation.

Tn 1941 the Japanese Army used soldiers and laborers to construct a
railroad from Mutenkiang morth to border towns on the Amur River. This
was to be the main communication line to troops along the border in.
this area.
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The railrcadi*:om Viedivostok to Khebarovsk was single track. There were

gpots of double track where trains could pass and double tracks a few 25X1
niles each side 6% the mein ‘clties. There were: railread sidings at-each

of the shallex tbwag: | /The railroad bridee at Khsbarovsk across the Amur

nale. track..
‘. In addition TO T €, 25X1

[
UNCODED

jm; bridges were constricted of concrets bases Witi gtéel givders and

]

 gnows. Interruptions occurred very

B

there were ferries which were used to cross the river. In the winter the 25X1
ice was thick enough so thet tles ecould be leid for traeins to cross. At

Kofisomdlsk there were ferries large enough to carry trains and there was 25X

no bridge in sight of Komsomolsk. There may have been & bridge across
the river below Komsomols ‘

25X1

S |

The f1ret two ye | 1647) of construction,only old used reils 25X1
i

srama availahle .

Wl After 1947, new Soviet . T were used. 25X1
Some bridge .ebutmen veen built in 1935 and 1936 25X1

mem‘lem while workisg on the Baikal-Amur-Maglstr G ad.
o . - : 25X1

25X1

’

‘peams :gd. ‘s wood Tlooring. .At first 1eéd steel vwas used, but ;atéﬁ
was, Boviet-prodiced ‘stésl, which cate £ron KomsomolLek.' | 25X1
16 Woodan constructed bridges on the nsv 1ined; névevér, st Hofmoli,
water and ¥ofueling sidings. fé.d:‘ﬁq§§¢nftﬁestle;f”Iﬂﬂﬁpiawﬁréa‘the.,
Pailrosd had fo pull tp's me i’ gbade ‘through the moyntains. “At ‘Gorin, 25X1
where the grade was steeper, ¥heie wre some’ long sidings elso made of
Wc’denwfg;rgs?léﬁ;f The ,lumbel used in yg‘phi:s ‘eonstruction came from, theH ‘

eny lonber yards hear BormoIi. L U U T B

e e

17 25x1

ﬁiﬁfqér_"ﬁ'raé,l of course, veiy Bevers on the Fails and when the temperabures

dropped. extremely low, the ‘Falls yould, sowetimes snap. J | 25X1
drgﬂ;nggfjchénged-tﬁqég'réiléﬂmapyf#inéé;,éﬁdudﬁriﬁg‘tﬁeﬁWinter(the Talls

were being _ih‘ageé’c}é&,bontiﬁde.‘l,ifl When the temperatures 'dropped peloy, 25X1
_zni;ius-Sbo the prisomers were mot forced.to work. “This oéeurred 10 of

12 dsys out 6f eath yeer. During the first winter, J19l5-19467 there

was & two-week period when there were no trains into Dohf. This was:
because the construction progrem Wwes in its infancy and becausé ‘of heavy

often thig winter because of heavy

snows, low témperatures, end s lack of road equipment. .Later snow equip-

ment repleced hand lebor, which eliminated serious delays.

25X1

-

: T:_ain’s into Komsomolsk ran almost continuously; that is, every short
vhile a train srrived ox left.- North of Komsomolsk to Hormoli and ;
vicinity there were five or six trains per day. Afteri1948, there wes
one passenger train a day in each direction during both the summer and

winter. Thére were five.or six freight trains daily in each_.directi'qn
during the summer, and ebout helf this number during the winter. Beyond

H.Oxjﬁnli , there was one freight trein s day after 1948, and three
passenger tralns pepoweek, Near the construction points there were

thre
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ballast trains running every hour or 80. The passenger treins were”
pulled by one locomotive.: Because of steep grades through the Hormeli
end Gorin areas, freight tréins usually hed two locomotives, one pulling
and one pushing. THe average nimiber of frelght cers per train was-20 to

30. The cars were generally two-sxle; however, most cdel cars and sll

il ‘grs werd four-axle.
T 25X1
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L

I

At the appioéches t6 lerger citles, elaborate electric semsphores were

uséd as signels. Beyond Komsomolsk hend-flag signels were used. After
19k7, 1ight ‘gignels weré ingtalled at Dehf and Hormoli. In late 1949+
there were some light signals j.nstalled north of Dohf a_.nd.Hormli.

Yoo

TR

tHe freight yerds et Suifenho [i'91&_1i7 the yards Had been dis-

I mentled, put Japanese PW's were being transported straight through these

yards by March 1946, Because labor was SO plentiful, the transloading
of freight wes® done by nend end was alweys done'immediately in ‘order ‘not
%o tie“tp any cers, which were bedly needed. Frelght trains were never
left standing over night, but would be unloaded no matter what time of
the dey or night they arrived. " pranslosding of treins was unnecessary
efter March 1946 becsuse meny of the rellrcads in Manchurie were 'the same
gage Ha.the Badk AL SR A e

25X1

THere whe diweys e shortage of' Peilroad cars. called at eny hour
P the niiht 6F day to uwnlosd supplies or equipment, order to free the
cers for snother assignment. The prisoners were told that there must be
06 dolay s the treins were needed t0 continue ‘the Hauling of supplies:
gnd -equipmént, end ‘that the quicker a train wes: released for another
mission the quicker it would be possible to bring the US eggressors to
thelr knz-3. PasBenger “4reins hever stopped long &t any point; oniy long
enough o unloed and loed passengérs. The pessenger trains were galvgys
axtremel; :rowged, and Soviet citizens would sometimes walt for s week
for a éea. ¢n & train leaving in elther dtrection from Komsomolsk. Very
seldom wou' d e car be seen stending idle on-a ‘gtding, and it would be
1dle’ for & speciflc reason. ol R R . :
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